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to discover the New World, and to found that great empire in
the West which was to make Spain the wealthiest and most
powerful country in Europe.

For Christopher Columbus, despairing of ever again hearing
news of his long-lost brother, took his charts to Ferdinand and
Isabella of Spain, and, after being ridiculed and scorned as a
dreamer and a madman, did at last persuade the King and
Queen that his story might have some truth in it, and his
scheme be worth the venture. So it happened that in the
service of Spain Columbus sailed West, and, in spite of the
superstitions, the cowardice, and the mutinous conduct of his
crews, after a long voyage across a seemingly endless ocean,
heard the shout of * Land ! land 1' and, stepping from his cabin,
where he had been brooding over his beloved charts, saw with
actual eyes that land of which he had so often dreamed.

The dawn was just breaking, and as the golden arrows of
the sun shot over the islands of the Bahamas, as they were
afterwards called, the sailors in their thankfulness broke into
the solemn chant of the Te Dewn. The boats were manned,
and Columbus, going first, carried aloft the Royal standard of
Spain, while behind each of his captains bore a banner of the
Green Cross; and so, with colours flying and music playing,
they rowed to the beach, where a group of natives crowded in
awe and astonishment at the white strangers.

Columbus was the first to step ashore. He wore a rich
dress, and carried in his hand a drawn sword. Kneeling, he
kissed the sand, giving thanks to God with tears in his eyes.
Then the Royal standard was set up, and the banners of the
Cross were raised, and with a loud voice Columbus took
possession of the land on behalf of Spain,

The New World had been discovered. The curtain which
had long hidden the land beyond the sea was at last drawn up,
and in a few years, following upon the track of Columbus, a
great Spanish Empire was to be built up.with a wealth and
magnificence of which the mind of man had never dreamed,

The sailors of England were still fishing or trading between